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Germans
fUnconditionally
Surrender
Their Radio Announces That Sur­
render Terms Went Into Effect 
at 7:41 a. m., Monday, May 7
The end of the w ar in Europe came 
suddenly Monday morning, when the 
Germ an radio announced th a t Ad­
m iral K arl Doenitz, self proclaimed 
successor to Adolf H itler as Germ an 
fuehrer, had ordered the surrender 
of all German armies now fighting  
to the three m ajor allies, the United 
States, G reat Britain and Russia a t 
7:41 a. m., central w ar time. Of­
ficial confirm ation from  W ashington 
w as delayed, pending conferences be­
tween the heads of the three govern­
m ents.
The announcement of the Germans 
said th a t the surrender had been sign­
ed in a “little red school house /’ and 
added th a t they “had been forced to 
accept unconditional surrender.”
I t  was believed th a t the official 
proclam ation from  President Trum an 
would not be issued until figh ting  on 
all fronts had ceased. This will prob­
ably be today.
The news came alm ost an an ti­
climax, for it had been expected hour­
ly for the past week, following the 
capitulation of the Ita lian  F asc ist 
forces in N orthern Ita ly  la s t Monday, 
followed by the surrender of the 
Germ an arm ies in Ita ly  and the fall 
of Berlin, W ednesday and the su r­
render of the German arm ies in Hol­
land and Denmark, Friday.
While it w asn’t  quite clear yet, it 
was presumed th a t alm ost 1,000,000 
Germ ans still holding out in Ger­
many, Norway, Czeckoslavika, A us­
tria , France, and the channel islands 
(Jersey, Guernsey, etc.) were in ­
cluded.
Still F igliting
Fighting  had stopped Sunday in all 
areas except Czechoslovakia against 
General George S. P a tto n ’s Third 
arm y and the Russians. Sporadic 
activ ity  was to  be found in these 
areas, bu t the German arm ies were 
too disorganized to pu t up real re ­
sistance, although they m ight have 
held out for some tim e w ith much 
bloody fighting.
Radio reports from  Europe were 
th a t  the soldiers on all fighting  
fronts, both Allied and German, were 
noisily celebrating the cessation of 
figh ting  afte r alm ost six years. The 
w ar had opened on Septem ber 1, 1939, 
w ith  the German blitzkrieg through 
Poland, and American troops had been 
engaged since the sum m er of 1943  ^
although our entrance in force came 
w ith  the N orth African landings on ; 
November 8, 1942.
The surrender came only one day 
over eleven m onths afte r the N or­
m andy landings on June 6, 1944, and 
showed the overwhelming power of 
the Allied arm ies on the three E uro­
pean fron ts—eastern, w estern and 
southern.
Store Closing Plans
M ayor C. G. B atm an planned to 
proclaim  VE-day in Newton w ith the j 
receipt of official word from  P resi­
dent Trum an. W arning will be given 
by six short blasts on the light p lant 
whistle, a fte r  which the proclam ation 
will be read over the telephone. If 
VE-day comes before 12:00 a. m., the 
Newton stores will close and rem ain 
closed for the balance of the day. If 
received a fte r noon, they will close all 
the following day.
